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rear, the brigade1 bringing its 1st regiment into the
ravines of Wenzelsberg and up to the forester's house;
its 2nd regiment assembling north of the Meier farm,
and throwing one company into the wood west of
Wenzelsberg in order to keep the power of acting in
that direction, if necessary.

After we have thus prepared and assembled the
attacking forces within the approaches provided by
the ground, nothing is done if we do not assault the
enemy in order to overthrow him. How should this
second phase of the operation be undertaken ? We have
to march on the enemy, but the ground no longer sup-
plies us with the means of advancing without facing his
blows. We must resort to our arms in order to over-
come the difficulties of the approach; we must use
them to this end under conditions of numbers, of time,
and of space, which will enable us to produce on the
adversary a greater effect (physical and moral) than
he will produce on us. Henceforth it is by fire that we
must protect our advance. The force will deploy within
the zone of approach and occupy with numerous rifles
all the points wherefrom it is possible to fire on the
objective ; the end of this operation produces the main
firing position; we shall, moreover, give our fire all
the development possible so as to create a superiority
in our favour.

We have seen above how fire-5ction should be organ-
ised : we should have a line formed of grouped units,
as little intermixed as possible, discipline being guaran-
teed by their interior organisation alone, not their
proximity. When under fire, the man in the rank and
file obeys the voice of the officers he knows : company-
commanders, section-commanders. The line soon turns
into separate sets of individuals who cannot be carried
forward unless they are led individually and are known
by name to their commanders.

The objective of the attack must, however, be deter-
mined beforehand. Taking the same things into con-
sideration, namely, the space to be covered under enemy
fire and the superior efficiency which has to be produced
and maintained on the selected point of attack, we
are led to the following conclusion: the first objective

1 We suppose here the brigade to include eight battalions, reinforced
with artillery and cavalry.